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Goals for Today
Understand the core 
concepts of One Water 

Connect One Water to 
effective regional and/or 
local collaboration 
approaches.

Consider pathways for 
implementing an 
equitable One Water 
future in North and 
South Carolina

www.uswateralliance.org



Warming up 
the Waters

Framing, Activity + 
Share Out

01

10 minutes

Diving into
One Water

Presentation + Q&A + 
Discussion

02

15 minutes

From Theory
to Action:

Workshopping
Activity

03

35 minutes

Our Agenda
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The US Water 
Alliance is a 
cross-sector 
membership 
organization 
that advances a 
One Water 
future for all.  



The US Water 
Alliance is a 
National EFC

www.uswateralliance.org



Community Guidelines
The topics presented can lead to conversations that 
may be difficult or uncomfortable. These Community 
Guidelines help identify ways that we can uphold a 
respectful culture and engage more mindfully.

Be open 
and 
respectful.

Be 
present.

Speak from 
your own 
experience.

Respect all 
kinds of 
knowledge. 

Be 
conscious 
of intent vs. 
impact.

Be aware 
of power 
dynamics.

Avoid 
jargon, 
acronyms, 
and industry 
language. 

www.uswateralliance.org



Activity / Share Out
Ponder or write down your thoughts!

What do you wish people knew about what it takes to 
supply water to communities?

www.uswateralliance.org



Diving into
One Water

Presentation + Q&A + 
Discussion

02

15 minutes
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One Water is a 
response to 
complex water 
challenges



What is One Water?
An integrated and inclusive approach to water management 
that recognizes all water—drinking water, wastewater, 
stormwater, groundwater, and reused water—as valuable and 
interconnected resources.

www.uswateralliance.org



Value water at every stage and in every form

Focus on achieving multiple benefits

Approach decisions with a systems mindset

Use watershed-scale thinking and action

Intervene with right-sized solutions

Center inclusion and partnerships

Account for climate action urgency and opportunities

The One 
Water 
Mindset



Potential 
outcomes and 
benefits of a One 
Water Approach

www.uswateralliance.org



In practice, what does One Water look like?

www.uswateralliance.org



(photo credit: UNC EHS)

UNC Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, NC

Site Scale

Partnership 
between OWASA 

and UNC: 
Reclaimed water 

on campus



(photo credit: Mecklenburg Co Parks and Rec)

Little Sugar Creek 
Greenway and Stream 

Enhancement, Polk 
Historic Site to South 

Carolina State Line

Mecklenburg County, 
NC

Local
Stream restoration 

and greenway 
project
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Find more One Water 
resources on our website!



Questions?

www.uswateralliance.org



The best way to dive into One Water is 
to get inspired by how others are 
making it work.
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From Theory
to Action:

Workshopping
Activity

03

35 minutes
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Reflection and Table Talks

How would you define One Water?
What's resonating? What's not?

www.uswateralliance.org



Workshop Activity / Share Out
1) Review the case study at your table individually (5 minutes)
2) Come together with your table group to discuss the questions 

listed at the bottom of the case study (10 minutes)
3) Share highlights with the full group (10 minutes)

From Theory to Action!

www.uswateralliance.org



Thank you!

Erica DePalma 
edepalma@uswateralliance.org

Erin Riggs 
eriggs@uswateralliance.org 

uswateralliance.org
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